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perhaps in some better way, but that would not have
been a republican form of government. The republican
way to find out what the people want is to hold an elec-
tion. If anybody proposes an improved method it may
be worth while to consider it as a matter of political
speculation, for every one knows by ample observation
and experience that the process of elections is open to
serious imperfections; it is liable to many abuses, and
scarcely ever does an election take place anywhere in
which there is not more or less abuse practiced. We
know that it is really an imperfect makeshift and
practical expedient for accomplishing the end in view.
It only accomplishes it better than any other plan yet
devised, but if any one can propose a better plan we
are ready to give it attention. One thing, however, we
never can allow to be consistent with a republican
form of government, and that is, that we should
hold an election and then correct the result as thus
reached by some other result, reached in some other
way by guess, estimate, magic, census, clairvoyance, or
revelation.
If we pursue the republican system, we must accept
the fact that we have in the boxes an arithmetical
product which represents the will of the people, ex-
pressed as accurately as our precautions have been able
to secure. If there was a qualified voter who had no
opinion, or was afraid to express it, we have not got
his will there, but we have got all that the republican
system could get. To secure the truth, now, as to what
the will of the people is, we have before us a simple
process of counting the ballots. The truth will be
presented as an arithmetical fact; it will not be open to
any doubt or guess, but wifl be as positive as anything
on earth. Simple as this matter of counting mere units